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FOREWORD

Out of the ten manuscripts, namely, &, &, ®, ¥, T,
Tz, &, W, ¥ and ¥ utilised in this edition of the text of
Yuddha-Kanda of Valmiki's Ramiyana in its North-
Western recension, the seven, namely, ¥, T, Tk, |, T,
% and ¥ have already been introduced in presenting the
text-editions of the previous Kapdas. The remaining
ones, namely, ®, % and #¥ being distinct from their
namesakes used in some of the previous Kiandas, may be
briefly noticed here: —
L. ®-1. Lal-Chand Library, L. A.-V. College, Lahore,
No. 3035; 2. folios 203, 113" x5”; 8. 12 linesto a page
with 39 syllables to a line, altogether making 5133 Gran-
thas; 4. Old, Indian paper; 5. Old Devanagari script; 6.
q=9, 9=, §=K; 7. Marginal lining in black ink; 8, Margins
with corrections; 9. Top-signatures @. &; 10, Sarga-ends
marked red but not enumerated except the final num-
ber 108; 11. Yellow pigment used for deletion; 12. Hails
from Fatehpur (U. P.); 13- Colophons promiscuously des-

cribe this Kianda as sngafreedq of gg®m® or JE9aT of

II. - 1. Lal-Chand Library, D.A.V. College,
Lahore, No. 3078; 2. Folios 103, 133" x 64" ; 3. 16 lines
per page, 54 syllables per line, 5562 Granthas in all; 4.
Indian paper; 5. Modern Devanagari script; 6. Correct,
with clear margins; 7. Sarga-ends numbered and - marked
red; 111 Sargas in all; 8, Hails from Alwar ( Rajputana );
9. Commences @ ke g ' aJrmi aweps’ o a@gfl-
@1 10, Colophon  describes this Kanda as wrgaRme
(1%°) of 3&°, consisting of 205 Sargas containing 8500
Slokas and 72 topics and _mentions Ramalala Misra of
Kotka in Alwar as the scribe.

III. 7~ 1. Lal-Chand Library, D. A.V. College,
Lahore, No. 4544; 2 Folios 163 (134-145 missing), 133" x
61" ; 3. 12 to 14 lines per page, 40 syllables per line,
5300 Granthas in all; 4. Indian paper; 5. Devanagari
script with a=w, =, 3=, A=Y, V=W, W=4, W=, T=H
and or= ; 5. Slokas and Sargas not numbered; 6. Marginal
lines in black and red ink; Sarga-ends marked red,
yellow pigment used for deletion and a lotus with 12



(vi)

petals painted in tri-colour in the beginning as well as at
the end; 7. Top-signatures T TW; 8. Colophons describe
this Kanda as 3&° or wegale® of §=at°, being the second
of the two Kandas with @@« referred to as the third one
and this composite W mentioned as consisting of 205
Sargas with 8825 Slokas (=9535 Granthas ) and 72 topics
and Vilmiki mentioned as the author of TR, also called
wgfiwfragwafiton, upto the end of the composite §=4T° only
and the scribe, Vairagi Udho Dasa mentioned as having
copied the text in Samvat 1810 at Giri in the domain of
Maharija Sri Rau Khusyala Singha.

The details of the editorial technique followed in
this volume as in the previous ones having already been
explained in the Introduction to the Sundara-Kinda vo-
lume, need not be repeated here. It has, however, to be
mentioned that the desirability of issuing entire Yuddha-
Kinda in one handy volume has been responsible for the
orthographic aberrations and syntactical mislections be-
ing excluded from the Critical Apparatus attached to the
present text-edition. The same consideration coupled
with the extreme difficulty experienced in the supply of
paper has also necessitated further extenmsion of the
process of typographical compactness in that the mea-
sure of printed matter on a page had to be substantially
increased, even though at the cost of uniformity, after
346 pages had' already been printed off. It is interesting
to calculate that in the absence of these editorial and
typographical devices, the present bulk of 606 pages
would have swelled to over 1300 pages.

While main editorial assistance in this Volume has
been rendered by Shri Pitambara Datta Shastri, Shri
Shiva Prasada Shastri and Shri Ratna Chandra Shastri
have helped in making the press-copy and in correcting
the proofs. I am grateful to these gentlemen for this
co-operation. I, also, very much appreciate the help
rendered by the Vishveshvarananda Vedic Research
Institute Press in the matter of expediting the publica-
tion of the volume,

Lahorey Vishva-Bandhu Shastri
February 16, 1944.
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